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Who was to blame for the sinking of the Titanic?
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	The Titanic was too big.
	People believed she was unsinkable – they trusted in this too much.
	The iceberg warning was ignored.

	The iceberg made a huge whole through which the hull filled with water.
	The only ship which could help was 60 miles away.  It arrived four hours late.
	It was 35 minutes after the boat hit the iceberg that a call for help was made.

	The sea was calm which made spotting icebergs hard.
	The builders of the ship were in a hurry – mistakes were made.
	The lookouts were not given binoculars.
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	Captain Lord
Captain Lord was in charge of a boat that was only 19 miles away from the Titanic when she hit the iceberg.  It was this boat who sent the Titanic a warning about the ice.  At 11:15pm the radio operator of Captain Lord’s boat went to bed and turned off the radio.  At midnight Captain Lord was woken and saw fireworks coming from the Titanic.  He decided not to go near because he thought they were having a party.  Captain Lord could have sailed closer to the Titanic or turned on his radio to hear the calls for help but he did not.

	Thomas Andrews
Thomas Andrews designed the Titanic.  Many people thought it was unsinkable because it had 16 watertight compartments and it would have taken four of them to be filled before the boat sank.  However, Mr Andrews made the size of the compartments smaller to make space for more rooms on board the Titanic.  Many say that if the compartments had been built tall enough the boat would never have sunk.

	Bruce Ismay
Bruce Ismay was in charge of the company that owned the Titanic, called the White Star Line.  He wanted to show the world that his ships were better than anyone else’s.  He was travelling on the Titanic at the time of the accident.  Bruce Ismay put pressure on Captain Smith to make the boat go as fast as it could to prove that a White Star ship could make the crossing in six days.  Ismay also decided not to put binoculars on the boat and only 20 lifeboats when it should really have had 32.

	Captain Smith
Captain Smith was going to retire after steering the Titanic to America.  There was massive competition between shipping companies to have the fastest cross Atlantic time.  Smith wanted to get to America as quickly as possible.  He ignored seven warnings about the ice.  Even though he was told about the ice he kept the boat moving as fast as possible.  He believed nothing could sink the Titanic.  Years earlier he had claimed: ‘I cannot imagine any condition which would cause a ship to founder (sink).  Modern shipbuilding has gone beyond that.’

	The Ship Builders
The Titanic was built in Ireland.  About three million rivets were used to hold the ship together.  When the wreck of the Titanic was found in 1985 some of the rivets were analysed and found to be made of poor quality iron.  When the ship hit the iceberg the heads of the rivets broke off and sections of the ship came apart.  If they had been made from better metal the ship may have stayed together for longer.





Teaching notes
Starter idea
As a class read the following article printed in The Telegraph (21 September 2010), then discuss the questions beneath. www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/booknews/8016751/The-truth-about-the-sinking-of-the-Titanic.html
· Should we, as historians, be sceptical about the article’s title?
· Why can’t people agree what happened to the Titanic?
· Does it still matter?
· Why does it still capture so many people’s interest, over 100 years later?
Useful documentary
Whilst the following video is long, and more detailed than needed for the activities outlined below, clips might be used to ‘set the scene’ and establish the basic chronology of the sinking.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1xkqaeLkGs (Titanic: Southampton remembers)
Main activities
Having established the main sequence of events, the focus of the enquiry becomes to investigate responsibility for the tragedy.
1. Diamond ranking
Working in pairs/threes students complete the diamond nine activity (pp.1-2) to begin thinking about how to order the various types of information on the sinking.  More able students might want to suggest further causes and to eliminate some of those provided.  
2. Balloon debate
Divide the class into groups of five.  Ask each group to share out the five cards from p.3 which describe key individuals i.e. one card to each person in the group.  After spending a few minutes familiarising themselves with their ‘own’ role in the ship’s sinking, they should conduct a balloon debate. The imagined scenario is that all five individuals are aboard a hot air balloon which is running out of fuel.  To prevent loss of height, one individual at a time will be thrown overboard.  In the first round, each person has one minute to justify why they ought to be saved.  You may wish to decide, and explain to the class in advance, who you would like to be thrown over first − the most responsible or least responsible (the debate would work either way).  Under tight time conditions, subsequent rounds decide in which order the remaining individuals perish, leaving one survivor.
3. As a class, discuss each group’s outcome. 
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