Titanic, Paper Boy Questions
This term we are starting to learn about the Titanic.
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For our introduction, look at the photograph of the paperboy holding up a headline.
1. From the picture, what do you think the page that the boy is holding is for?

2. Why do you think that the boy is holding the page?

3. When do you think that this photograph was taken?

4. Where is the photograph taken?

5. How do you know?

6. How do we find out news today?

7. How many of these methods would people have been able to use in 1912?

8. Why is there a queue for buying the newspaper?

9. Who do you think would be interested in the newspaper headline and information?

10. Why were the men reading the newspapers in the street?
Answers

1. The paper boy is holding a page that says what the Evening News headline is.

2. The paperboy is selling newspapers and is advertising what information the newspaper will provide.

3. The photograph was taken a long time ago, in 1912, the year the Titanic disaster happened.

4. The photograph was taken in the street.

5. The people are all wearing overcoats, hats, scarves and you can see the kerb at the edge of the footpath.

6. Today we get news from newspapers, online newspapers, tv news, online websites, Twitter, Facebook, Blogs and other forms of Social Media.
7. In 1912 people could only get the news from newspapers, because TVs hadn’t been invented yet so there was no TV news. Computers weren’t invented and not commonly available until the 1970s and 1980s. The Internet began to be invented and used in the 1960s. The World Wide Web wasn’t invented until the late 1980s and early 1990s.
8. There is a queue for the newspaper because this is huge news. The Titanic had been hyped as being the biggest and best ship ever built. Everyone wanted to travel on her and everyone was interested in hearing about her. The tragic sinking of the Titanic was the biggest news story that there had been.

9. Everyone was interested because famous people were on the ship, as well as ordinary people setting off for a new life in America. It was a glamorous ship and interesting to read about.

10. The men were reading the newspapers in the street because this tragedy was such an unexpected surprise and people wanted to find out about it as quickly as they could.
