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Dhad had not e).cpected them to be ni
cost her quite a lot to push the do:):: 0t° her, 1¢
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at the sight of Harve :
y sobbing am 3
was sure she had done the rigght th(j,;lgg the cushions, she

‘Please may I see the sums?’
‘No you may not!’ L1 5
M. y? : oyd snapped. “You only want to
gloat, don’t you? You're just a mean, horrible -’
Harvey raised a tear-stained face from the cushions.
‘Oh, let her,” he said wearily. “What difference can it

make? I don’t think she’s horrible enough to gloat, even
u do. There you are, Di. There are the beastly sums.

if yo
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vou could do them.

ossible?” Lloyd said.

‘Aren’t they mp
“There’s no way either of

Dinah took a deep breath.

d. ‘And I suppose you could,

‘Ha. ha,” Lloyd sneere

clever clogs.’

“YVes.” Dinah said slowly. “Yes, I can.’

Lloyd stared at her.
‘I¢’s all right, Harvey,’ said Dinah. “I can do your sums.’

There was total silence. Harvey’s mouth fell open and

Lloyd went on staring.
‘I can do them,” Dinah said again.
Harvey sat up, blinking at them. His hair flopped over

his eyes and his cheeks were red.

‘Honest?’
‘Honest,” said Dinah reluctantly. ‘Give me a pen and

some paper and I'll do them now.’

She felt their eyes watching her as she sat down at the
table and read the first sum.

.‘You need to use Probability Theory for that one,’ she
said briskly. Her eye travelled on down the page :And
Spherical Geometry for that one. And this one — l;hew"
She whistled. “You need Tensor Calculus for that I-l'e
really didn’t mean you to do them, did he?’ ‘

‘But you can do them?’ Harvey said anxiously.
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Lloyd still looked dubious, but Harvey ga
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’
~you didn’t want anyone to know you were clever,

he said slowly «you've hidden it all these years. But
1e said ¢ ’

ye’
you've told us now. Why? . :
" Dinahlooked downat her fingers, feeling embarrassed.

[ couldn’t let Harvey — well, I was sorry for him.’

‘But we’'ve been foul to you!’ :

She grinned wryly. * You’ve been foul to me. Harvey's
been quite nice.’ :

Lloyd frowned. ‘But it doesn’t make any sense. You've
just got Harvey out of trouble. But it was you that got
him into it. It must have been you that told about him
going into school early and spying on the Assembly. No
one else knew.’

Dinah shook her head. ‘It wasn’t me that told. Anyway,
R ose saw him going in for the registers. She was watching
through the window. Perhaps someone saw him outside
the Hall as well.’

‘But you lied about the snowballs, and you keep saying
how marvellous the school is, and telling about the films
you see in Assembly. And it’s all lies. You know it is. I
can’t understand you at all.”

Dinah put her face in her hands. ‘It's worse than
that,” she said slowly. Then she paused for a moment.
Somehow, talking about it made it seem realer, more
frightening. But if she did not talk about it now, she
never would. She forced herself to go on. ‘Idon’t under-
stand me. All those things you’ve described — they come
out mechanically. Before I've decided what I'm going
to say. And when I say how marvellous the school is — 1
know what I really think, but I can’t say it.’
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out before I could think about it |
true. Just like you said about the

‘And we're right,” insisted Lc

Slowly, Dinah nodded. I th
why should I say these thing
in Assembly — what |
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remember it
in an odd voice.
remember

on. Remember it,

’ Dinah muttered,
‘I just said — go Om,

of your brain. QO
‘Say that again,
Harvey was }311
ber 1t.

» Dinah sai
remember 1t, rem

zzled.

it, remem

‘Go on,
‘Remember it,

Harvey-
Dinah’s fore

mammoth effort.
‘Remember it, reme
As if she were in a daze,

cutter. ‘Hyp— hyp — hypno—’

Then her face flooded with joyful excitement. ‘Hyp-
notism!” she yelled, banging her fist down on the table.
“That’s it! Hypnotism.’

Lloyd looked at her doubtfully.

“That's it!” she said again, her eyes glowing. ‘The first
day, when I went into Assembly, 1 didn’t look at the
Headmaster’s eyes when the others did. 1 closed mine.
And I heard him hypnotize everyone else. But then he
caught me. I just had time to think remember it, remember
it —and then I was hypnotized and I forgot. Until Harvey
brought it back. The Headmaster hypnotizes everyone in
Assembly.’ She stared round triumphantly at them.

‘But why?’ Harvey said dubiously. “What's the point?’

Dinah shrugged. ‘It’s a good way to keep everyone in
order. And you know how he likes order. While they’re
hypnotized, he tells them what to do when they wake
up. And they can’t help doing it. Like me saying those
things. And I think —’ she paused, considering *—1 think

d. ‘Don’t stop. It’s coming.
ember it,’ chanted

e were making a

head creased, as if sh

mber it, remember i
she started to mumble and
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The Demon Headmaster

he probably makes us learn thin : . g 8

we're hypnotized. Then, wher%s \::rr?;vf::}ktoj% ; Her voice Was av:edr

remember them and write them down.’ w; I were himm, Id-()n 7
‘A quick way to produce a school full of e measly schiSS SRS

Lloyd said sourly. But Dinah shook her head.fe' % ' What o
‘We're not learning to think. We’re Just le | She lockef S

repeat things. Like robots. It looks good, but j

at all.’ o
Harvey shuddered. ‘It’s horrible.’
‘It’s all right for you,” Dinah said. ‘He doe

you. I wonder why not.’ o
‘He can’t,” Harvey said. “We’re invulne ‘
He was only joking, but Dinah looked se:

you might be right. Some people can’

Has he ever tried it with you? Gazed into

told you you were tired?’ 2

‘Yes,” Lloyd said slowly. ‘He did
came to the school. He took off his g
me and said, “Lloyd, you are very

’

very sleepy.”
‘And what happened?’ i
‘Nothing much. I just said, *
you.''2 g
‘So did I,” put in Harvey. ‘Hi
thought he was being silly.”
‘Oh no,’” Dinah said slowly, ‘I
all. He’s cruel and terrifying, anc
with tidiness, but he’s not silly.
He’s got a whole school fu

precisely what he wants




SPLAT

i le more minutes.
¢ enthusiasm for a coup
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The wooden do ‘

He slid through, motioning Dinah to 10LOW
bent her head sideways, to avoid the garden toc
round the opening, and walked in, to find
fronting four pairs of eyes. lan, Mandy an

( We always go in separately,” Lloyd

mysterious voice. ‘Just in case anyone
ing. You go first, H. I'll bring Dinah in a mor

the confined spa
the box creaked

between the houses opposite. Lloyd prodd
‘Go on. Keep staring in the shop windos
interested.’
‘In baths and basins?’ Dinah said lightly. “Who'
that? Go on, Lloyd. Tell me what’s happe in
‘Wait and see.’ Lloyd looked even more
‘You’ll find out soon enough.’ :
He went on examining a purple soap di
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reason.’

Hally do things wigye,

4

‘But she’s one

=
)

. Y-goodies. Why shq
anything she says?’ g
“You will when you've heard it,’
"Oh, go on, Di. Tell them. " “
"Wait a minute.” Dinah had sat qui
them arguing. Now she sat up straigh
know that I won’t get you into t
enough. But how do I know that yot
trouble? What is all this, and why

secret?’

(10

Ingrid bridled again, but Ian said,
question. Why don’t you explain, |
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directed at the Headmaster. She bounced opanl
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heard the most important part yet — wk

‘She has important thoughts, do;qp

teasingly.
Mandy gave a reproachful look. ‘O

You heard Harvey say how clever;;
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Headmaster’s plans. :
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¢ g or
me‘.’ Has anyone got a little tape-recorder? A pa, » Harvey st 7Y OV ve
‘Yes, Ian and Mandy said together. ba ‘ ‘And ana émbef t00.’ : :
Well then, it’s easy. I'll put it i ‘:{", e W -in M ai elucta Y d’s face. X :

: In my blazer pop. a > Lloyd s hing L10Y ng
turn it on when I go into the Hall. It won’t e ‘Pin Jdded slo ly, wa‘tC haven’t said anythi
well in there, but it’l] probably pick up e Dinah n? he murm red. You
HSH ok " g pout you? ® 4 sad. Tes 3 ¥ETY
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time to time and Harvey and Ingrid Wem 4 dangcrO‘f;}&t,s what this SpCICty ¥ L wrong?’
in agreement. i danger .. What happens . danzer then,” Din

e es. ’ :

Lloyd watched them all, totally di m):':’:: the only on¢ who' 1 be mhould you be2lwont

have known how it would be. He ha : 1 T'm not afraid, O ;

e. He h td mlld]y fI'm pen Remcmber?
there would never be any peace and tell on the rest of you. I sW ’.ll keep your promise?’
came to live with them, and he h: ‘But how do we know yo;.l ntly

; ; . . e a J :
she looked so meek and docile. Th ‘Oh L" Harvey 2id HNDS wing annoyed with him

thers gro LR
lovd could see the 0 growing : | :

as I\;v:lsll. He would have to give 1n. .All right, all righ
he said with bad grace. “We'll_try it.. TomoOrrow. And

we'll all meet at our house a&erwatds,w hsten’totsﬁte
~ tape. But I bet we don’t find out any “‘nj:'ﬁ sefu . lmgml 1
- glared at him, and he banged omzheﬁq 2
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Dinah reached out

was ch win : 'ring ncrvously
ch flutte : :
Her stom? As she did $O; she slipped
feeling the shape of

her pocket,
the little €2 er undemeath the cover of her
handkerchief.
‘Dinah Glass!” said R
Dinah froze, rigid.
“Well?” Rose snapped.
Well what?’ muttered Dinah guiltily. .

Y our knife and fork!” _
Glancing at her empty plate, Dinah saw that she hado:

eft the knife and fork lying untidily askew. Trying not - ’
to look too relieved, she twitched them strai ght,w , S 2
they lay at the same neat angle as everyone else’ g~ |
she ate her rice pudding quickly, feeli o -

ose’s voice OVer her shoulder.

recorder seemed to be making a gi
pocket, visible to anyone *
Ten minutes later, as if at :  I

-

Dinah passed tb.eg #
Not one of them | bt
hand on the table ; G




Dinah the Spy

cen working

ou have all b
ell, but noOW

have done€ W
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d sleepy - - -
¢ be weary- Weary an ;
her eyes and felt the heavy: inexorable tide of sleep start

to wash over her:
us when the Headmaster

very h

‘O ., : een Eighty-F .
a boj]]( ’ Lucy still looked be'-'- ; She was already unconscio : |
Ig : - gave his first orders, so she never knew quite what hap- i
saeans =% Danalvage - pened next. She was not aware of the Headmaster’s stea

voice, nor of her own, repeating what they wegeﬁ )

could not even feel the ¢
clutched tightly in her fir gers

sharply.

Ssh! Here he comes.’ to repeat. She

tape—tecorder,

The Headmas 7
the Ha'u, his IOng gow“jiw ¥ pOCkCt. Sy
looked neither to m ’ ‘Right!” said the Headmaster suddenl
ght to the groups I divided you into yest

to receive instructions.’
Their eyes open but glaz
to their feet, completely silently

etingstopped. Childr
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tch her breath,

She was too controlled to ca

- It. He
G hirle : ms.
% V€ me whge You haye .d back difficult ;:ce i completely wooden. :
er face blank and ¢ In bu;,l he‘r/  bles tapped the papers with one finger. “You
r vé

ecorder and |

s ’ 2’
: e sums. Didn’t yous

‘They were Harvey’s sums, ' :
carefully. Mr Venables gave an impatient sigh.
“There was never any chance that Harvey could do

them. They were set to see if you would do them to‘
help him. If you could do them. And he will be pwnshe&

not mine,” Dinah said

Me Venables Come here ° for letting you help him unless —° oA
Utomatically, pp \;‘re SRE N T ‘But that’s not fair!” Dinah broke in. ‘He mﬂd
Stage and, with a,m I Venables marched 4 been punished if they weren’t done and now he’s g
face, the Headn:sxpressmn 2 5 to be plfnished because they are done. ;—1@;
When Dinah o ‘:I' began to wh; _ ch?nc.e. . . : 8 L i
asecond of ¢ oimplen é : her eyes Fairness 1s an illusion, dGSI
sure where " 2 > dﬁtrac]; ; 3 £ Mr Venables said calmly. ‘Besides,
re she was, Somehowy. gk 4 would be punishedtiCil
SOmewhere else . Thpg, ;‘:ﬁh ad expecty . Onl

I'OOmsw : |
in h 5 Dinah stood stubbo

at her. &
“You are a cle

have tried to

choice.’ 3
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for two or three minutes. Then he

hrough :
the tape T ¢ R h and ran it on a bit and they listened

pressed another swit€
again.
There was no sound.

«you didn’t switch it on!’ Lloyd said accusingly. “You
forgot.’

‘No I didn’t. I remember doing it. I don’t remember

anything after that, but I did switch it on.”
‘Perhaps it didn’t pick up anything,’ Mandy sald sooth-

ingly. ‘It was in her pocket, after all.” P
Lloyd looked stubborn. ‘I think she mucke«
‘Oh, leave her alone!” Harvey thu

always getting at her, Lloyd. Look,

‘No,” Dinah murmured
know why the recordin
else happened.’ :

Suddenly they were all Ic

‘Come on,’ Ingrid t

Dinah took a deer




