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Landscape and Climate

reece is Europe’s southernmost country.

Situated at the end of the Balkan landmass,
mainland Greece forms a peninsula julting out T
into the Mediterranean Sea. Greece is also an ;
archipelago of some 2,000 islands, although
only 170 of them are inhabited. It is a country
of very varied landscape and climate. Tourist
postcards usually depict its sandy beaches, blue
seas and hot sunshine, but in fact three-quarters
of Greece is mountainous country, and its
winters can be very cold and wet.

-

Mountains A Land rising up steeply from
The Pindus Mountains, running north to south, form the
backbone of mainland Greece. In the north-east, creating the the Greek coastline.
border with Bulgaria, are the wooded Rhodope Mountains.
Other mountains include the Taygetus in the Peloponnese, -~
and the White Mountains of Crete.

Greece’s mountains form many steep cliffs and deep,
narrow gorges with rivers below. Their slopes may be forested ¥ A hillside village in the
with beech, oak, chestnut and pine, or covered with dense,
thorny scrub. Elsewhere, as in the Mani region of the
Peloponnese, the limestone slopes are dry, rocky and barren,
resembling stony deserts. '

the sea is typical of much of

while the peaks above often
still have snow.

Epirus. In early May the lower
slopes provide rich pasture land
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IN THEIR OWN 5@%&

. 'My name is Grigoris _A_Goc__m. 'm 82 years old. | have lived
~all my life inthis village, Polystafyllo, in the Epirus. When | was

’

_v\ocs.@._ used to go hunting in the woods for rabbits and birds.
These:were: luxufy faods for our family: Many people around

“here used to hurit. They. ::23 wild t5dar; wolves, foxes arid
E.ac_? .ﬁ,rmam dren’t Bm:w animals in .5@._200%."2_3.. In 20
WEQ_ time; this will be-an abandoned place. ._ma.m.:o:w_mu.:.
only be cma_ ; . ....:daaw._zﬂ_uoaw E____Ewa_.n"._.__‘m of the, - {
A _m:amwmnm.m: “the E_Emnzmmw?_ B.ES. _ P E

.___Jm,n Emwm is: charig m‘ too,;We used, to:have much rmoré -
Aolviin:the past. It nﬂnm:w.wmm:._ ta:snow so.aften here, and. - |

it rains m,_&._mmm, ‘too _;,c?m_._ _cmmn to rain Rx _o;o 20 days
: g..n.c:_ﬂ. at's: rar : .

. That's fare toda

Lowlands

Most of Greece’s lowlands stretch along its coastal areas.
The main inland lowlands are the plains of Thessaly

in central Greece, Macedonia in the north and Thrace
in the north-east. Fertile lowlands are also found in

the Peloponnese.

¥ A view across the Gulf of _
Corinth to mainiand Greece. In
the foreground are olive lrees and
tall, dark cypresses, which are
typical of the Greek lundscape,

Islands

The landscape of the Greek
islands is very varied. The
Ionian Islands off the west
coast of Greece, which include
Corfu and Cephalonia, are
green and comparatively lush
due to heavy winter rainfall.
In contrast, the Cyclades
islands in the Aegean Sea

are \HOQQ. dry and wind-swept.
Crete combines high arid
peaks with lower green slopes
and fertile plains.
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