Titanic Experiments
Sorting Sinkers
Which everyday objects will float? Which will sink?
What factors affect how an object floats?
Why does a drawing pin sink yet a tanker float?
ggested Learning Intentions
Suggested Learning Intentions
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Children will:
• learn how properties of materials relate to how
they are used;
• share and evaluate ideas using evidence to justify
opinions (Comm); and
• make predictions and give reasons based on
scientific knowledge and understanding (TS&PC).

Suggested Learning and Teaching Activities

Organise the children into groups. Give the groups
one minute to list the materials boats have been
made from in the past and present. Discuss the
suggestions as a class and the reasons why these
materials would have been used.

Gather a selection of everyday objects, some of which
should be made from the shipbuilding materials
mentioned in the discussion. Example objects could
include: pencil, rubber, nail, bath toy, paper clip,
rubber ball, ping-pong ball, apple and paper towel.

Ask the children to make predictions for each item
as to whether they think it will float or sink and
record the predictions. Provide each group with a
basin of water. Allow each group time to carry out
the investigation and to record and present their
findings.
[image: ]
Discuss predictions. Encourage children to consider
questions, for example, ‘Why did the paper clip
sink yet a massive tanker will float?’ Ask children
to suggest factors that might influence floating and
sinking.
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