
 Reading Explorers - A Guided Skills-Based Journey - Year 4

Made up of four main islands and a crowd of smaller 
ones, Japan is a very interesting country indeed. 
From busy modern cities to ancient Buddhist temples 
there is something for everyone. So why not take a 
look around and discover a country full of culture, 
history and excitement!

General
 Japan is in Asia, which is in the east. 

The sun rises in the east in our country. 

 The Japanese call their country 
‘Nippon’, which means ‘land of the 
rising sun’ in English.

 The red circle in the Japanese fl ag 
shows the sun. 

Sport 
 Japanese sports include judo, 

karate and sumo wrestling.

 They also play western sports 
such as baseball and football. 

 In 2002 Japan hosted the 
World Cup with its neighbour 
South Korea.

Food
 Fish and rice are the two most 

important foods in Japan.

 They also eat lots of noodles and 
use chopsticks rather than a knife 
and fork.

 Sushi is made from raw fi sh, 
vegetables or seaweed. It has become 
very popular outside Japan too.

Landscape
 The highest mountain in Japan is Mount Fuji 

(3776 metres). It is a sleeping volcano which 
hasn’t erupted for nearly 300 years.

 Japan has nearly 1000 small earthquakes 
every year. 

Language 
 The main language is 

Japanese. Some Japanese 
words you might know are 
karaoke, bonsai and satsuma.

Money
 The currency in Japan is the yen.

 Japan is one of the richest 
countries in the world and is 
famous for making cars, cameras 
and computers.
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